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The recent Wilder Survey, a point in time survey conducted in October of 2012, revealed there were at least 
571 homeless individuals in Fargo-Moorhead; 98 of these were children under 18 years of age. In July of 
2011, there were 65 families living in vehicles or tents. Some of this is due skyrocketing rents in western 
ND and scarcity of available rental properties across the state.  The local shelters have long been in overflow 
mode and are providing shelter for more than 330 homeless individuals on any given night.

During the past two Winters churches, community health officials, local agencies and homeless shelter 
officials have been working together to provide a warm safe place for up to 30 overflow guests to sleep each 
night. Churches host overflow guests on a rotating weekly basis (Sunday night – Saturday night) from 9:00 
pm - 7:00 am. The local homeless shelters pre-screen the guests who are then transported to the church 
from the shelter. Allowing these single men and women to sleep in the church site frees up space in the 
shelters for families with children.

Church Responsability: The host church provides for light snacks, restrooms, and an area for guests to 
sleep. The host sites designate a coordinator or coordinators for their site.  Trained volunteers from the 
church and community provide a ministry of presence for the guests. 

Focus on a Long Term Solution: Congregations are now turning their attention toward 
a vision of permanently ending homelessness in our community by making supportive, 
affordable housing available. 

To become a part of this conversation contact Laurie Baker, Executive Director of the FM 
Coalition for Homelessness, at directorfmchp@gmail.com or Pastor Sue Koesterman, Chair 
of Central Cities Ministries, at pastorsue@elim-lutheran.org 

Supplies: Local churches, individuals and agencies have donated mattresses, blankets, food and other items 
to support this sheltering. At a minimum the guests are given a granola bar, some coffee and a light snack 
in the evening and in the morning. The focus is on providing a warm place to stay while keeping the guests 
connected to the available agencies that can help them get them into jobs, apartments, etc., with the goal of 
getting them permanently out of homelessness.

shelteringchurches.wordpress.com
facebook.com/fmshelteringchurches
https://twitter.com/fmsheltering


